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Food Irradiation Awareness 2005
The 2004 Food Irradiation Awareness
Tour ­ where to from here�

I n  l a t e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 5 ,  t h e  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n
W a t c h  t e a m  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  � n a t i o n a l �   ( E a s t
C o a s t ! )  s p e a k i n g  t o u r.    T h e  � F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n
A wa r e n e s s  To u r �  e n a b l e d  u s  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  a
n a t i o n a l  a u d i e n c e  r a i s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  a m o n g s t  c o n s u m e r s ,  f o o d  p r o d u c e r s ,
p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  w e
v i s i t e d  ­  V i c t o r i a ,  A C T,  N S W,  Q u e e n s l a n d  ­  a n d
f u r t h e r  a f i e l d .   G r o u p s  i n  S A  a n d  W A ,  r e g i o n a l
N S W  a n d  Q l d ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  t o u r  h e l p i n g  s p r e a d
t h e  w o r d  a b o u t  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  t o  r e g i o n s  w e
w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  v i s i t .

O u r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o
s t r e n g t h e n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  To u r � s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  k e y n o t e  s p e a ke r  We n o n a h  H a u t e r,
D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  C i t i z e n � s  C r i t i c a l  M a s s  a n d
E n e r g y  P r o g r a m ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .   P u b l i c  C i t i z e n
h a s  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  c o n s u m e r  a d v o c a c y  a n d  h a s
b e e n  a  m a j o r  p l a y e r  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  t o  s t o p  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  i n  t h e  U S A  a n d  w o r l d w i d e .    I n
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  To u r,  P u b l i c  C i t i z e n  r e l e a s e d
a  r e p o r t  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n :  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  B e y o n d ,
F r o m  N a r a n g b a  t o  t h e  C o l d  W a r  a n d  B a c k ,  w h i c h  i s
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h  w e b s i t e .

A u s t r a l i a n   s p e a k e r s  o n  t h e  t o u r  i n c l u d e d :   F r a n
J e l l ,  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  N a r a n g b a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n
G r o u p  a n d  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h ,  A n d r e  L e u ,
f r o m  t h e  O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  B o n n y
B a u e r,  f r o m  t h e  Q l d  O r g a n i c  P r o d u c e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  W e s t o n - P r i c e  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a n d
R o b e r t  P e k i n   f r o m  F o o d  C o n n e c t .

Right:Right:Right:Right:Right: US  Advocate group Public
Citizen's own Wenonah Hauter toured
many East coast locations  for the
Food Irradiation Watch Speaking Tour
in November 2004.  Wenonah Hauter
has worked extensively on energy,
food, water and environmental issues
at the national, state and local level.
Public Citizen play a key role in the
global opposition to food irradiation
and have provided enormous support
to our campaign here in Australia.

food irradiation: unsafe, unnecessary, unwanted
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To u r  a c t i v i t i e s  v a r i e d  f r o m  r e g i o n  t o  r e g i o n ,
i n c l u d i n g ,  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  i n  M e l b o u r n e ,
S yd n e y,  B r i s b a n e ,  C a i r n s  a n d  A t h e r t o n ,  a
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o r u m  i n  C a n b e r r a ,  o t h e r
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,
w o r k s h o p s ,  s t r a t e g y  m e e t i n g s ,  a c t i o n s ,  a n d
m e d i a  i n t e r v i e w s .

T h e  To u r  p r o v i d e d  s o m e  e x c i t i n g
n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a s  c a m p a i g n e r s
m e t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e n v i r o n m e n t ,
p o l i t i c a l ,  h e a l t h  a n d  c o n s u m e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y.    S o m e  h i g h l i g h t s  w e r e
s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  M i n d ,  B o d y  a n d  S p i r i t  E x p o
i n  S y d n e y  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l
H e a l t h  S o c i e t y,  a n d  t h e  f o r u m  i n  P a r l i a m e n t
H o u s e ,  C a n b e r r a ,  c o - s p o n s o r e d  b y  Q l d
S e n a t o r  J o h n  C h e r r y  a n d  V i c t o r i a n  M P  M a r i a
Va mva k i n o u .   B o t h  a u d i e n c e s  w e r e
e n g r o s s e d  b y  W e n o n a h ,  s p e a k i n g  f r o m  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  F r a n ,  s p e a k i n g  a s
a  l o c a l  l i v i n g  n e a r  a n  i r r a d i a t i o n  p l a n t ,  a n d
A n d r e ,  s p e a k i n g  o n  o r g a n i c s  a n d
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  i r r a d i a t i o n .

A n o t h e r  h i g h l i g h t  w a s  m e e t i n g  a l l  t h e
p e o p l e  w h o  h e l p e d  m a k e  t h e  t o u r  a  r e a l i t y
o r  a g r e e d  t o  h a v e  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  o u r
s p e a k e r s .   T h e  t o u r  w a s  r u n  e n t i r e l y  b y
v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d
w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p ,  g r e a t  o r a g n i s i n g  s k i l l s  a n d
p a t i e n c e  o f :  f r i e n d s  i n  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,
F i t z r o y,  B r i s b a n e ,  S y d n e y  a n d  C a n b e r r a ,  t h e
O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  S e a r c h
F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  W o m e n
( N S W )  N u c l e a r  F r e e  A u s t r a l i a ,  N o r t h e y
S t r e e t  C i t y  Fa r m ,  Ya  B a s t a  C o m m u n i t y
C e n t r e ,  t h e  B e e r b u r u m  C S A ,  t h e  M a l e n y
F o o d  C o - o p ,  t h e  C a i r n s  f o o d  c o - o p ,  Q l d .
O r g a n i c  P r o d u c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A C F,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
C o n s u m e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,   t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
D e m o c r a t s ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  L a b o r  P a r t y  ,  t h e
G r e e n s ,  G r e e n p e a c e ,  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
A d v o c a c y,  t h e  N a t u r a l  H e a l t h  S o c i e t y,
H a p p y  H i g h  H e r b s ,  E N u F F  B y r o n ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  2 X X  ( C a n b e r r a ) ,
3 C R  ( M e l b o u r n e )  a n d  4 Z z Z  ( B r i s b a n e ) .

W e  e v e n  g o t  t o  m e e t  t h e  C E O  o f
H o r t i c u l t u r e  A c c e s s  S o l u t i o n s  ( f o r m e r l y
S u r e b e a m )  w h o  i s  i n t e n d i n g  t o  b u i l d  a n  X -
r a y  b e a m  i r r a d i a t i o n  p l a n t  i n  C a i r n s .

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  5 . . .
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F o o d  S t a n d a r d s  u p  f o r  r e i v e w
a  b r i e f  b r i e f  b y  R o b i n  Ta u b e n f e l d

F o o d  S t a n d a r d s  A u s t r a l i a  N e w  Z e a l a n d
( F S A N Z )  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a c c e p t i n g  s u b m i s s i o n s  o n
p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  m a y  a f f e c t  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o r

d e f i n i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .
S u b m i s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  I n i t i a l
A s s e s s m e n t  r e p o r t   o f  P r o p o s a l
P  2 7 2  -  l a b e l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s
f o r  f o o d  f o r  c a t e r i n g  p u r p o s e s
a n d  r e t a i l  s a l e  -  a r e  d u e  F e b  2 3 .
S u b m i s s i o n s   f o r  P r o p o s a l  P 2 9 1

� r e v i e w  o f  n o v e l  f o o d  s t a n d a r d �  i s  d u e  M a r c h
2 .      T h o u g h  y o u  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t i m e  t o
r e s p o n d  t o  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
t o  k e e p  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  i n  m i n d  a s  t h e y  c o m e
u p  f o r  f u r t h e r  p u b l i c  c o n s u l t a t i o n .    A  d r a f t
a n d  f i n a l  a s s e s s m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  o n  t h e s e
r e p o r t s / p r o p o s a l s ,  s o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  h a v e  a
c h a n c e  t o   r e s p o n d  t o  t h e m  l a t e r.

N o v e l  F o o d s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  � N e w  F o o d s �
-  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  � t r a d i t i o n a l l y �  i n  o u r  d i e t ,
o r  o n e s  t h a t  a  n e w  p r o c e s s  a l t e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y.
I n  t h e   U K  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  � N o v e l
P r o c e s s �.

T h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  c l e a r l y  h a s
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f  p r o d u c t s  t h a t
a r e  � t h e r a p e u t i c �.    T h e r a p e u t i c  g o o d s  a r e
c u r r e n t l y  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  l a b e l e d  a s
i r r a d i a t e d ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  h a t e  t o  s e e
i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  a r e  � n e w �  t o  o u r  d i e t
s l i p  t h r o u g h  a s  n o v e l  f o o d s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .

T h e  n o v e l  f o o d s  p r o p o s a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  l i n e
a t :
h t t p : / / w w w . f o o d s t a n d a r d s . g o v. a u /
s t a n d a r d s d e v e l o p m e n t / p r o p o s a l s /
p r o p o s a l p 2 9 1 r e v i e w o f 2 8 0 5 . c f m

T h e  L a b e l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r o p o s a l   P 2 7 2
i n c o r p o r a t e s  m a n y  a r e a s  o f  c a t e r i n g  a n d  r e t a i l
o f  f o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  h o s p i t a l  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l
f o o d ,  f o o d  f r o m  � D e l i v e r e d  M e a l
O r g a n i s a t i o n s �  ( D M O s )  a n d  e x e m p t i o n s  f o r
l a b e l i n g  f o r  c e r t a i n  r e t a i l  a n d  c a t e r i n g
s i t u a t i o n s .   U n d e r  F o o d  S t a n d a r d  1 . 2 . 1
L a b e l i n g  e x e m p t i o n s  e x i s t  f o r  c a t e r i n g
p u r p o s e s  a n d  f o o d  f o r  r e t a i l  s a l e  w h e n :   F o o d
t h a t  i s  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  a  p a c k a g e ,  f o o d  i s  i n  i n n e r
p a c k a g e s  n o t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s a l e  w i t h o u t  a n
o u t e r  p a c k a g e � ,  t h e  f o o d  i s  m a d e  a n d
p a c k a g e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  f o r m  w h i c h  i t  i s
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s o l d ,  t h e  f o o d  i s  p a c k a g e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
t h e  p u r c h a s e ,  t h e  f o o d  i s  w h o l e  o r  c u t  f r e s h
f r u i t  o f  v e g e t a b l e s ,  e x c e p t  s p r o u t i n g  s e e d s  o r
s i m i l a r  p r o d u c t s ,  i n  p a c k a g e s  t h a t  d o  n o t
o b s c u r e  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  f o o d ,  t h e
f o o d  i s  d e l i v e r e d  p a c k a g e d ,  a n d  r e a d y  f o r
c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a t  t h e  e x p r e s s  o r d e r  o f  t h e
p u r c h a s e r,  t h e  f o o d  i s  s o l d  a t  a  f u n d  r a i s i n g
e v e n t .   ( I n i t i a l  A s s e s s m e n t  r e p o r t  o f  P r o p o s a l
P  2 7 2  p 2 0 )  .
T h e r e  a r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r,  f o r  f o o d  f o r
r e t a i l  s a l e  t h a t  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  l a b e l i n g .
( H e n c e  i r r a d i a t e d  f r u i t ,  w h i l e  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  a
l a b e l  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y
s i g n a g e  n e a r b y  a t  p o i n t  o f  s a l e )

W h i l e  t h i s  r e v i e w  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  c h a n g e
t h e  e x e m p t i o n s ,  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  l i m i t  o r  e x p a n d
t h e m ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r e t a i l  a n d  c a t e r i n g
s i t u a t i o n .   W e
r e a l l y  n e e d  t o  s e e  t h e  d e f i n e d  e x e m p t i o n s
c h a n g e d  t o  g e t  a l l  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  l a b e l e d .

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  r a i s e s  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s
t o  c o n s i d e r,  h o w e v e r,  a s  f a r  a s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
a n d  m e t h o d  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a t i o n .    A s
f r u i t  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  l a b e l i n g ,  b u t  r e q u i r e s  a
d i s p l a y  s t a t e m e n t  n e a r b y  a t  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n a l
s a l e  -  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t o  m e  t h a t  a  c a t e r e r  ­  f o o d
p r o v i d e r  ­  o r  r e s t a u r a n t  w i l l  k n o w  t h a t
i r r a d i a t e d  f r u i t  i s  i r r a d i a t e d  ­  i f  t h e y  w e r e  n o t
t h e  d i r e c t  p u r c h a s e r.   H o w  w i l l  t h e y  b e  a b l e  t o
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ?   T h e r e
i s  a  s u g g e s t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  t h a t
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e e  f o o d  i s  a  c r i t e r i a  f o r  j u d g i n g
i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y.   U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  g e n e t i c
m o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  i r r a d i a t i o n  a r e  i n v i s i b l e
p r o c e s s e s .   T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a   p r o p o s a l  t o  l i m i t
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f o o d  f o r
c a t e r i n g  p u r p o s e s  w h e n  e x e m p t  f r o m  b e a r i n g
a  l a b e l  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n   ( p  5 2 )   t h a t  w o u l d  s e e m
t o  n e g a t e  e v e n   t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  n o t i f y  t h e
c a t e r e r  o f  a n  i r r a d i a t e d  ­  b u t  n o t  l a b e l e d
p r o d u c t  ­  b e i n g    i r r a d i a t e d .   M e a t  c a r c a s s e s
f o r  c a t e r i n g  a r e  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  l i k e l y  t o  b e
e x e m p t  f r o m  l a b e l i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  n o t
b e  p a c k a g e d .   W i t h  t h e  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f  m e a t
p o s s i b l y  o n  t h e  c a r d s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  w e  n e e d  t o
b e  v i g i l a n t  a b o u t  l o o p h o l e s  w h i c h  m a k e  i t
e a s i e r  f o r  i n d u s t r y  t o  d e c e i v e  ­  o r  d i s i n f o r m  ­
t h e  p u b l i c .

T h e  l a b e l i n g  p r o p o s a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  l i v e  a t :
h t t p : / / w w w . f o o d s t a n d a r d s . g o v. a u / _ s r c f i l e s /
P 2 7 2 L a b e l l i n g R e q I A R F I N A L . p d f



Australia. She was worried
that the irradiated mangoes
could damage the reputation
of her orchard and spoil any
chance of exporting fruit to
New Zealand by more
traditional means.

The mangoes had already
been treated with the
insecticide dimethoate
against Queensland fruitfly for
the Australian market, and
she wondered why they
needed to be irradiated.

Friends of the Earth NZ
spokesman Bob Tait, who
campaigned against Steritech
attempts to build a food
irradiation plant here,
wondered whether high doses
of radiation from the isotope
cobalt 60 may have
chemically altered the
dimethoate already in the
fruit, or  if the blemishes were
caused by a pathogen too
small to have been damaged
by radiation, or by some
secondary infection which
would have lost its natural
immunity because of
sterilisation.

The mangoes bore a small
yellow sticker saying:
"Irradiated to protect the New
Zealand environment."
______________________

Exerpted from 'Zapped mango

imports break out in blotches'  -

New Zealand Sun Herald, January

8, 2005.
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Mangoes Irradiated in
Brisbane get mixed
reception in New
Zealand:::

"Queensland mango growers
are upset that their fruit was
irradiated and exported to New
Zealand - without their
knowledge - before erupting
with big black blemishes."

Nine tonnes of mangoes were
imported recently as the first
shipment of irradiated food to
arrive in New  Zealand.

Queensland grower Del
Norman, from Townsville, was
appalled to learn from the
Herald that her fruit  was
irradiated before breaking out in
blemishes.
"That fruit should not be off,"
she said. "It should be still
holding quite well if it's been
refrigerated properly and I
would say the irradiation is
what's done it - most definitely.

"I find that's pretty alarming. I
didn't even know it was in New
Zealand for a start. I didn't even
know it was being irradiated
and I am more than alarmed - if
not totally alarmed - that it's
breaking down after that time."

Mrs Norman said the batch
number on a box supplied to
the Herald by the Friends of
the Earth, which has been
monitoring the mangoes at the
Fruit World chain of shops in
Auckland, showed it was
picked and packed on
December 13.

She said a consignment
picked the next day remained
in very good condition within

US NEWS:  Irradiated food soon to
be radioactive???   Read for
yourself . . . . . . .  then take action!

A few days before Chr istmas, the Food and
Drug Administrat ion quiet ly announced that
they were grant ing an industry pet i t ion to
increase the permit ted energy level  of  X-rays
used to i r radiate food.  At  th is higher level ,  i t
is  possible for  the components of  the food to
become “act ivated” (become radioact ive).
The industry c la ims that any radioact iv i ty wi l l
be short- l ived.  But we think i t  is   nacceptable
that consumers should be asked to accept
any technology that creates radioact iv i ty,  no
matter what the level.   Addit ional ly, the FDA
has not required adequate studies of  the
changes, chemical  or  otherwise,  that  th is
increased dose could cause in food.

The higher doses wi l l  a l low large port ions of
food to be i r radiated in one blast  -  such as
shipping containers f rom overseas. Thus
increasing the already enormous amount of
imported meat and produce that  f loods U.S.
markets.  This t rend has forced tens of
thousands of  American farmers and
ranchers out of  business.

The FDA has a long history of  ignor ing the
wel l -documented heal th problems
associated wi th i r radiated foods, which can
be exposed to the equivalent of  up to 1 bi l l ion
chest X-rays.  Numerous heal th problems
have been observed in lab animals fed
irradiated foods, including premature death,
st i l lb i r ths,  mutat ions,  tumors,  organ damage
and stunted growth.  And, chemicals formed
in i r radiated foods cal led 2-ACBs have been
l inked to colon cancer promot ion in rats and
genet ic damage in human cel ls.

To learn more about food i r radiat ion,  v is i t  our
website at http://www.citizen.org/cmep/



F o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n   -   I n d u s t r y  d e c i s i o n
o r  c o n s u m e r  c h o i c e ?

Anna  Ba rnes  o f  Food  I r r ad ia t i on  Wa tch

T he  f i r s t  s h i pmen t  o f  i r r ad i a t ed  A us t r a l i a n  mangoes
r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d  ( N Z ) .   I r r a d i a t e d  a t
nuc l e a r  i r r ad i a t i o n  company,  S t e r t i e c h � s  f a c i l i t y  i n
Na r angba ,  Queens l and ,  n i n e  t onnes  we r e  impo r t ed  fo r
p r e - C h r i s t m a s  s a l e s  by  F u s i o n  M a r k e t i n g  and  a r e  be i ng
s o l d  b y  t h e  F r u i t wo r l d  c h a i n  o f  s t o r e s .   T h e  m a n a ge r  o f
F r u i t w o r l d ,  Rona l d  Chan  w a s  r e po r t ed  i n  t h e  NZ
Na t i o n a l  N e w s  a s  h av i n g  r e sea r c hed  f ood  i r r a d i a t i o n  on
the  � i n t e r ne t �  and  cou l d  s ee  no t h i ng  w r ong  w i t h  t he
i r r ad i a t ed  mangoes .   Wh i l e  i n d u s t r y  a nd  r e g u l a t i n g
b o d i e s  i m p o s e  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f o o d  t e c h n o l o g y  o n t o
t he  pub l i c  h ow  i s  t h e  c o n s u m e r  r e s p o n d i n g ?   Wo u l d
consume r s  k n o w i n g l y  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  food  t h a t  h a s
been  s t e r i l i z ed  w i t h  h i gh l y  r ad i oa c t i v e  ma te r i a l  k nown
a s  C o b a l t - 6 0 ?

Sc i e n t i f i c  s t ud i e s  s i n c e  t h e  1950s  ha ve  p r o ven  be yond
d o u b t  t h a t  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d  c a u s e s
s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s .   H o w e v e r,  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s
a pp r o ve d  i n  fo r t y  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l ud i ng  B r a z i l ,  C anada ,
F r ance ,  Pak i s t an ,  USA  and  mo re  r e cen t l y  Aus t r a l i a  and
N Z ,  m a i n l y  f o r  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  d r i e d  h e r b s  a n d  s p i c e s
a n d  t e a s .   R a d i o a c t i v e  e x p o s u r e  f o r  fo o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s
measu red  i n  k i l og r a y s .   Wh i l e  i n  t he  USA ,  Aus t r a l i a  and
N Z  h a v e  a  d o s e  m a x i m u m  o f  3 0  k i l o g r a y s ,  a l l  o t h e r
c o u n t r i e s  a l l o w  o n l y  1 0  k i l o g r a y s .   To  p r o v i d e  s o m e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n ,  3 0  k i l o g r ay s  i s  t h e
e q u i v a l e n t  o f  a l m o s t  1  b i l l i o n  c h e s t  X - r a y s .

FSANZ  (Food  S t anda rds  Aus t r a l i a  New  Zea l and )  adm i t s
t ha t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  genu i n e l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  fo o d
i r r a d i a t i o n .   T hey  s e e  t h i s  l a c k  o f  a c c ep t an ce  a s  a
� p r o b l e m �  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  a r i s e s  f r o m  c o n s u m e r s
no t  ha v i ng  s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i on  t o  de t e r m i ne  t h e
s a f e t y  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  fo o d  p r o d u c t s .   D e s p i t e  F S A N Z � s
o f f i c i a l  o b j e c t i v e  t o  e d u c a t e  c o n s u m e r s  o n  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  t h e y  p r ov i d e  o n l y  o n e - s i d e d  i n fo r m a t i o n
w h i c h  i s  i n  f a vo u r  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d .   T hey  h a v e  a l s o
f a i l e d  t o  c onduc t  a n y  i n dependen t  t e s t s  y e t  c on t i n ue  t o
p r o m o t e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a s  s a f e .

Fo r  t h e  p r o m o t e r s  o f  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n ,  l a c k  o f
c o n s u m e r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s  a
� p r o b l e m � .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s u r v e y  by  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
C o n s u m e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  9 3 %  o f  c o n s u m e r s  o p p o s e d
food  i r r ad i a t i o n  w hen  t he  mo r a t o r i um  w as  p l a ce  i n  t h e
l a t e  1 9 8 0 s .   C o n s u m e r s  s e e m  a l s o  j u s t  a s  u n a c c e p t i n g
i n  t h e  U K .   I n  1 9 8 9 ,  a  s u r v e y  by  t h e  N e i l s o n / H e n r y
Cen t r e  fo r  Fo r e c a s t i n g  s h ow ed  t h a t  7 0 %  o f  c o n s u m e r s
d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  bu y  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c e ,  a n d  a  f u r t h e r
20% w e r e  unce r t a i n .   I n  t he  s ame  yea r,  a  Fr en c h
s u p e r m a r k e t  r a n  a n  ex p e r i m e n t a l  p r o m o t i o n  o f
i r r ad i a t ed  s t r awbe r r i e s  h i gh l i g h t i ng  t he  e x t ended
p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  f r u i t  wo u l d  s t a y  � f r e s h � .   F r o m  t h e  s a l e s
f i g u r e s ,  i t  b e c a m e  c l e a r  t h a t  6 0 %  o f  s h o p p e r s  d i d  n o t
bu y  t h e  s t r a wbe r r i e s .   A n o t h e r  s u r v e y  i n  1 9 9 0  o f  2 0 0
U K  f o o d  r e t a i l e r s ,  c a t e r e r s  a n d  m a nu f a c t u r e r s  r e v e l e d
t ha t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w o u l d  n o t  h a n d l e  i r r a d i a t e d  food .

I f  A u s t r a l i a  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  w e  m a y  s e e  m a n y  m o r e  f o o d  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  e g g s ,
v e ge t a b l e s  a n d  f r e s h  m e a t  i r r a d i a t e d .   I r r a d i a t i o n  o f  mea t  i n
t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  ha s  l e ad  t o  oppos i t i o n  f r om  t he  Na t i o na l
J o i n t  C o u n c i l  o f  Fo o d  I n s p e c t i o n  L o c a l s .   V i c e  C h a i r p e r s o n ,
M r  A r t hu r  Hughes  s a i d  � T he  mea t  i n dus t r y  w an t s  t o  u se
i r r a d i a t i o n  a s  a n  e x c u s e  t o  p u s h  i n s p e c t o r s  o u t  o f  t h e i r
f a c i l i t i e s � ,  h e  a l s o  ad ded  � I r r ad i a t i n g  mea t  i s  t h e  m e a t
i n d u s t r y � s  a n s we r  t o  f i l t hy  m e a t  p r o c e s s i n g  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t
l e a ve  mea t  con t am ina t ed  w i t h  f ea ces ,  u r i ne  and  pus .
C o n s u m e r s  w i l l  b e  t h e  l o s e r s ,  b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  w i l l  b e  a r ound
t o  e n s u r e  t h e  f o o d  s u p p l y  i s  s a f e . �   C o n s u m e r s  a r e  a l s o
r e j e c t i n g  i r r a d i a t e d  m e a t .   M o r e  t h a n  8 0  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  a n d
mea t  m a r k e t s  i n  F l o r i d a  a n d  W i s c o n s i n  h a ve  s t o p p e d  s e l l i n g
i r r a d i a t ed  mea t  due  t o  c on sume r  r e s i s t a n c e .

A l t h o u g h  h e r b s  a n d  s p i c e s  a r e  a p p r o ve d  f o r  i r r a d i a t i n g
w i t h i n  t h e  U K ,  i r r a d i a t i o n  c ompany  Pu r i d e c  h a ve  c ea sed  t o
s u p p l y  h e r b s  a n d  s p i c e s  f o r  g e n e r a l  c o n s u m p t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e
r e s i s t a n c e  by  s u p e r m a r k e t s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  f o r  i r r a d i a t e d
f o o d s .   H o we v e r,  m a ny  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  c o n t i n u e  t o
i l l e ga l l y  f i n d  t h e i r  w ay  on t o  t h e  s upe r ma r k e t  s he l v e s
u n l a b e l l e d  i n  t h e  U K .   Te s t s  t a ken  f r o m  f o o d  s h o p s  i n  M a r c h
2001  b y  t he  BBC  r e vea l ed  t ha t  un l abe l l e d  p roduc t s  we r e
a c t u a l l y  i r r a d i a t e d .   O u t  o f  1 8  s a m p l e s  o f  s h e l l f i s h  s e n t  by
t r a d i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f f i c e r s  f o r  a n a l y s i s  o v e r  a  f i v e - ye a r
pe r i od ,  s e v en  we r e  i r r a d i a t ed .

C o n s u m e r s  a r en� t  a l o n e  i n  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d .
S k e p t i c i s m  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d  i s  a l s o  s h a r e d  b y  s c h o o l s ,
p r o d u c e r s ,  o r g a n i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  g ove r n m e n t  b o d i e s
wo r l d w i d e .

I n  t h e  US ,  t h e  Bush  adm i n i s t r a t i o n  app r o ved  i r r ad i a t ed  mea t
f o r  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  l u n c h  p r o g r a m .   I n  r e s p o n s e  1 0  s c h o o l
d i s t r i c t s  i n c l ud i ng  Los  Ange l e s  and  Wash i ng t on  DC  r e j e c t ed
i r r a d i a t ed  mea t  w i t h  s ome  p l a c i ng  an  ou t r i g h t  b an  on
i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d .   D u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  s u b m i s s i o n  p r o c e s s  9 1 %
o f  c o m m e n t s  o p p o s e d  t h e  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f  m e a t .   O n l y  3
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  p l a c e d  o r d e r s  f o r  i r r a d i a t e d  m e a t  �
M i n n e s o t a ,  N e b r a s k a  a n d  Tex a s .   H o w e v e r,  t h e i r  o r d e r s  w e r e
l a t e r  w i t hd r a wn  due  t o  t h e  h i ghe r  c o s t  o f  i r r a d i a t ed
p r o d u c t s  a n d  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e
f ede r a l  go ve r nmen t .

T he  Eu r opean  Pa r l i amen t  p l a c ed  a  t empo r a r y  ban  on  t he
a p p r o v a l  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  fo o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n
De cembe r  2002  i n  r e sponse  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s ea r ch  wh i c h
s h o w e d  t h a t  a  r ange  o f  t ox i c  c h e m i c a l s  fo r m e d  i n  i r r a d i a t e d
f o o d s  c a u s e d  g e n e t i c  m u t a t i o n s .   I r o n i c a l l y  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e
EP  announcemen t  A us t r a l i a  app r oved  t he  i r r ad i a t i on  o f
t r o p i c a l  f r u i t s .

I n  A u s t r a l i a ,  n uc l e a r  i r r ad i a t i o n  company,  S t e r i e c h  P t y.  L t d
a p p l i e d  t o  F S A N Z  f o r  t h e  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f  h e r b s ,  s p i c e s ,  h e r b a l
t e a s ,  b l a c k  t e a s ,  o i l  s e eds  and  nu t s  unde r  App l i c a t i o n  A413 .
P r o d u c e r s  i n  t h e  b l a c k  t e a  i n d u s t r y  l o b b i e d  h e a v i l y  a g a i n s t
ha v i n g  t h e i r  b l a c k  t e a  i r r a d i a t e d .   O f  t h e  p u b l i c  s u b m i s s i o n s
r e c e i v e d  b y  F S A N Z  9 4 %  w e r e  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .
D e s p i t e  s u c h  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n  F S A N Z  g a v e  a p p r o v a l
f o r  t h e  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f  h e r b s ,  s p i c e s  a n d  h e r b a l  t e a s .
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C o m mu n i t y  g r o u p,  Fo o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  Wa t c h  r e c e n t l y  h o s t e d  a
na t i o na l  a w a r enes s  t ou r  on  f ood  i r r ad i a t i o n  c o ve r i ng  v en ues
i n  M e l b o u r ne ,  C anbe r r a ,  S ydney,  B r i s b a n e ,  C a i r n s  and
A the r t on .   T he  t ou r  w as  su c ces s f u l  i n  r e a c h i ng  t he  b r oade r
A us t r a l i a n  p u b l i c  a n d  l o b by i ng  t o  b u i l d  s u p p o r t  a g a i n s t  t h e
i r r a d i a t i o n  o f  f o o d .    S i g n i f i c a n t  o u t c o m e s  o f  t h e  t o u r
i n c l u d e ;  t h e  O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a  p r o p o s i n g  t h a t
p r o d u c t s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  i m p o r t e d  i r r a d i a t e d  h e r b s  b e  n o
l o n ge r  c e r t i f i e d  a s  o r g a n i c ,  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  wo r k i n g  g r o u p  w h i c h  w i l l
f o c u s  o n  r a i s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  l o b by  f o r
l a be l i ng  l e g i s l a t i on  t o  ensu r e  adequa t e  and  i n f o r ma t i v e
l a b e l i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .   Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  l a b e l i n g
i s s ue s  i n c l ude ;  i r r ad i a t ed  f r u i t  t o  b e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  l a be l ed  and
a  b r o a d e r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  � f o o d �  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h i n g s
en t e r i ng  t he  human  f ood  cha i n  i n c l ud i ng  t he  l a be l i n g  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  go o d s .

I n  2003  t he  Aus t r a l i a  Sena t e  a l so  passed  a  mo t i on  t ha t
r e cogn i z ed  t ha t  t he  Eu ropean  Un i on  i n  Decembe r  (2002)
i m p o s e d  a  m o r a t o r i u m  o n  t h e  f u r t h e r  a p p r o v a l s  o f  f o o d
i r r ad i a t i on  due  t o  r e sea r c h  a bou t  t h e  poss i b l e  hea l t h
e f f e c t s ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  c yc l obu t anones  and  t ha t
Food  S t anda rds  Aus t r a l i a  i n  t h e  s ame  mon th  e xpanded  t he
l i s t  o f  foods  t h a t  c a n  b e  i r r ad i a t ed  i n  A u s t r a l i a  t o  i n c l u de  a
r ange  o f  t r o p i c a l  f r u i t s .   T h e  m o t i o n  a l s o  r e co g n i ze d  t h a t  � a
n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t y  c a m p a i g n e r s  c h o s e  t o  f a s t  i n  p r o t e s t
a g a i n s t  t h e  a pp r o v a l  o f  food  i r r ad i a t i o n  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a r gu i ng
t ha t  f a s t i ng  i s  s a f e r  fo r  t h e i r  h ea l t h  t han  ea t i ng  i r r ad i a t ed
food� .   T he  Sena t e  a l s o  c a l l e d  � o n  t h e  Fede r a l  Gove r n m e n t
t o  u r g e n t l y  c o m m i s s i o n  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f
f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  a n d  t o  f o l l ow  t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n
U n i o n  i n  n o t  a p p r o v i n g  a ny  f u r t h e r  f o o d s  f o r  i r r a d i a t i o n  u n t i l
s u c h  r e s e a r c h  i s  c o m p l e t e d � .

5

T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  a l l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  n e t w o r k  o f
p e o p l e  k e e n  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  i s s u e  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  t a k e
t h e  c a m p a i g n  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .   N o t a b l y,

*   T h e  O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a  i s  l o o k i n g
i n t o  t o  d e c e r t i f y i n g  p r o d u c t s  w i t h  a r e
s u s p e c t e d  t o  c o n t a i n  i m p o r t e d  i r r a d i a t e d  h e r b s .
*    A  n u m b e r  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  o u r
c a m p a i g n  h a v e  f o r m e d  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w h i c h  w i l l  f o c u s  o n
r a i s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  p a r l i a m e n t ,  l o b b y  f o r
l a b e l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  a n d
i n f o r m a t i v e  l a b e l i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .   F o r
e x a m p l e ,  l a b e l i n g  i s s u e s  i n c l u d e ;  i r r a d i a t e d  f r u i t
t o  b e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  l a b e l e d ,  b r o a d e r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f
f o o d  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  g o o d s .
*   P u b l i c  C i t i z e n  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r a i s i n g  f u n d s
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n
c a m p a i g n e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .   T h i s  w i l l  m a k e  i t  m u c h
e a s i e r  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  i n  a
� p r o f e s s i o n a l �  m a n n e r  a n d  w i l l  a l l o w  a c t i v i s t s  t o
f o c u s  m o r e  c l e a r l y  o n  t h e  i s s u e .

T h e  t o u r  a l s o  h e l p e d  u s  c l a r i f y  c a m p a i g n  g o a l s
o r  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .

Re f e r ences :
I r r a d i a t e d  m a n g o e s  n o w  i n  N Z  s h o p s ,  N a t i o n a l  N e w s ,  2 3
D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4 ,  J a m e s  G a r d i n e r.
F i n a l  A s s e s s m e n t  R e p o r t  a n d  Re g u l a t o r y  I m p a c t
S t a t e m e n t ,  A p p l i c a t i o n  A 4 1 3 ,  R e q u e s t  t o  i n c l u d e  h e r b s ,
s p i c e s ,  h e r b a l  i n f u s i o n s ,  p e a n u t s ,  c a s h e w  n u t s ,  a l m o n d s
a n d  p i s t a c h i o  n u t s  i n  S t a n d a r d s  A 1 7  a n d  1 . 5 . 3  �
I r r a d i a t i o n  o f  Fo o d  i n  t h e  Fo o d  S t a n d a r d s  C o d e .   A N Z FA ,
1 8 / 7 / 0 1 .
T h e  F o o d  M a g a z i n e ,  I s s u e  5 3 ,  A p r / J u n  2 0 0 1  �  P u b l i s h e d
b y  t h e  F o o d  C o m m i s s i o n ,
w w w. n u k e f r e e f o o d . f r e e s e r v e r s . c o m / m u l t i m e d i a /
s t m a y 1 9 _ 2 . h t m
w w w. c i t i z e n  . o r g

Wi t h  s u c h  an  e s t a b l i s h ed  r e j e c t i o n  o f  fo od  i r r a d i a t i o n
t he  ques t i on  r ema i n s  �  who  a c t ua l l y  wan t s  t h i s
t e chno l og y?   Food  s hops  i n  Au s t r a l i a  a nd  New  Zea l a nd
a r e  a l r e ady  s e l l i n g  i r r ad i a t ed  f ood  and  o t he r  un l a be l l e d
c o n s u m a b l e  p r o d u c t s .   W i t h o u t  c l e a r  l a b e l i n g  a n d
consume r  educa t i on  t he  ques t i on  i s  whe t he r  t he  r i g h t  t o
c h o o s e  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d  w i l l  b e  yo u r s  o r  n o t .

F r o m  f r o n t  p a g e :F r o m  f r o n t  p a g e :F r o m  f r o n t  p a g e :F r o m  f r o n t  p a g e :F r o m  f r o n t  p a g e :

h t t p : / / w w w . c i t i z e n . o r g / d o c u m e n t s /
s c h o o l l u n c h a c t i v i s t p a c k e t 2 . p d f
A u s t r a l i a n  D e m o c r a t s  S e n a t e  M o t i o n ,  1 4  A u g u s t  2 0 0 3 ,
S e n a t o r  J o h n  C h e r r y

W e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a m p a i g n
s t r a t e g i e s ,  w h i c h  w e  h o p e  t o  w o r k  o n  o v e r
t h e  n e x t  y e a r :
*   C o n s u m e r  a n d  R e t a i l e r  C a m p a i g n  To
i n f o r m  c o n s u m e r s  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d s  a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  r e t a i l e r s
t o  n o t  s t o c k  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .
*   P r o d u c e r  C a m p a i g n  W o r k  w i t h  p r o d u c e r s
t o  p r o m o t e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  i r r a d i a t i o n .
*   L e g i s l a t i v e  C a m p a i g n  W o r k  w i t h
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  l e g i s l a t e
c l e a r,  t r u t h f u l  a n d  n o n b i a s e d  l a b e l i n g  o f  a l l
i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  e n t e r  t h e  h u m a n
f o o d  c h a i n .
*   R e l a t e d  N u c l e a r  I s s u e s  C a m p a i g n  L o b b y
t o  a m e n d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t
a n d  I n t e g r a t e d  P l a n n i n g  A c t  i n  Q l d  t o
e n s u r e  a  s t a t e  b a s e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p r o p o s e d  n u c l e a r
d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  c a m p a i g n  i s  a t  a  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  s t a g e .
A w a r e n e s s  o f  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s  i n c r e a s i n g ,
c o n s u m e r  r e j e c t i o n  i s  o n  t h e  r i s e ,  a n d
c a m p a i g n e r s  i n  b o t h  A u s t r a l i a n  a n d  N e w
Z e a l a n d  a r e  n e t w o r k i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o
b r i n g  t h e  i s s u e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

I r r a d i a t e d  Q l d  m a n g o e s  f o r  s a l e  i n  N e w
Z e a l a n d :   I n  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  r e c e n t  s h i p m e n t s



u

FFFFFo o d  I ro o d  I ro o d  I ro o d  I ro o d  I r rrrrr a d i aa d i aa d i aa d i aa d i a t i o n  t i o n  t i o n  t i o n  t i o n  WWWWW aaaaa t ct ct ct ct c h  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  0 4 0 5  0 9 2  4 4 5  o r  0 4 1 1  1 1 8  7 3 7h  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  0 4 0 5  0 9 2  4 4 5  o r  0 4 1 1  1 1 8  7 3 7h  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  0 4 0 5  0 9 2  4 4 5  o r  0 4 1 1  1 1 8  7 3 7h  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  0 4 0 5  0 9 2  4 4 5  o r  0 4 1 1  1 1 8  7 3 7h  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  0 4 0 5  0 9 2  4 4 5  o r  0 4 1 1  1 1 8  7 3 7
fffff o o d i ro o d i ro o d i ro o d i ro o d i r rrrrr a d i aa d i aa d i aa d i aa d i a t i o n wt i o n wt i o n wt i o n wt i o n w aaaaa t ct ct ct ct c h @ yh @ yh @ yh @ yh @ y a h o oa h o oa h o oa h o oa h o o . c o m . a u. c o m . a u. c o m . a u. c o m . a u. c o m . a u
W e b s i t e :   f o o d i r r a d i a t i o n i n f o . o r g . a u

o f  Q l d  m a n g o e s  i r r a d i a t e d  a t  S t e r i t e c h � s
N a r a n g b a  n u c l e a r  i r r a d i a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  w e r e
f o u n d  t o  h a v e  g o n e  b l o t c h y.   ( s e e  N Z  h e r a l d
a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  o r  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e )
Q l d  f a r m e r s  w e r e  s h o c k e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r
m a n g o e s  h a d  b e e n  i r r a d i a t e d  b e f o r e  b e i n g
e x p o r t e d  a n d  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e
r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c e .  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e
E a r t h  N Z  a r e  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

A u s t r a l i a n  H e r b a l  t e a s  a n d  r e m e d i e s  b e i n g
i r r a d i a t e d :  F o r  e x a m p l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  h e a l t h
f o o d  s h o p s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  r e f u s e  s t o c k i n g
i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  H i l d e  H e m m e s
H e r b a l  t e a s  a n d  t h e i r  t h e r a p e u t i c  p r o d u c t
r a n g e .   A u s t r a l i a n  c a m p a i g n e r s  w i l l  b e
w o r k i n g  o n  p r o d u c t  s p e c i f i c  a w a r e n e s s
r a i s i n g  t o  m a k e  s u r e  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s
k n o w  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  d o n � t  w a n t  t o
b u t  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .

F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  c a n  b e
s t o p p e d !
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r
t h a t  i n  2 0 0 2  w h e n  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f
t r o p i c a l  f r u i t  w a s  u n d e r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g
m a j o r i t y  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  o p p o s e d
f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n .   T h e  b r e a k d o w n  f o r  t h e
s e c o n d  ( a n d  f i n a l )  r o u n d  o f  p u b l i c
c o n s u l t a t i o n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  6 5 7  s u b m i s s i o n s
o p p o s e d ,  1 6  i n  s u p p o r t .   F S A N Z  c h o o s e s  t o
d i s r e g a r d  p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n ,  b u t  w e  d o n � t !

T h e  s u b m i s s i o n  r e s u l t s  a r e  a  c l e a r  s i g n  t h a t
i n f o r m e d  p e o p l e  w i l l  o p p o s e  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n .
D e s p i t e  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s ,  w e  h a v e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s
c o n s u m e r s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o d u c e r s  t o  l o b b y
f o r  c h a n g e  o n  a  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l
l e v e l .    T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m i g h t  a p p r o v e
i r r a d i a t i o n ,  b u t  n o  f o o d  p r o d u c e r  o r  r e t a i l e r
i s  g o i n g  t o  w a n t  t o  m a r k e t  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d  i f
t h e y  k n o w  w e  w o n � t  b u t  i t .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  s t a r t  a s k i n g
q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s  a n d  t o  v o t e
w i t h  y o u r  p o c k e t b o o k s !

P r o d u c e r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e n e f i t i n g
f r o m  l a b e l i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e
u n p a c k a g e d  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t o  b e
i n d i v i d u a l l y  l a b e l e d ,  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  l a b e l i n g  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  � t h e r a p e u t i c �  p r o d u c t s ,  d o  n o t
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d s  � i r r a d i a t i o n �  o r
� r a d i a t i o n �  w h e r e  l a b e l i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d  a n d  a l l o w
a  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e
p r o c e s s  o n  l a b e l s .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  l a b e l i n g  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  o n
a l l  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  e n t e r  t h e  h u m a n
f o o d  c h a i n  a n d  t h a t  l a b e l i n g  s h o u l d  b e  n e u t r a l .
I f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e  c o n v i n c e d
o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y,  t h e y  s h o u l d
b e  w i l l i n g  t o  l a b e l  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  f u l l y,

a c c u r a t e l y,  a n d  w i t h o u t  b i a s .   We  c h a l l e n g e
t h e m  t o  d o  s o !
O n c e  w e  h a v e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  t r u t h f u l
l a b e l i n g  i n  p l a c e ,  w e  w i l l  s e e  h o w  m a n y
c o n s u m e r s  w i l l  c h o o s e  t o  s t o m a c h  i r r a d i a t e d
f o o d .

H e l p  W a n t e d !
W h a t  y o u  c a n  d o :  W e  w e l c o m e  y o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t
i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  a n d  y o u r  f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e
i s s u e s .    W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s
o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o :  c r e a t e  a n  u p d a t e d
m e d i a  k i t ,  p r o d u c e  e a s y  t o  u s e  f a c t  s h e e t s ,  t o
c r e a t e  a n  i n f o  d i s p l a y  f o r  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s ,  n e t w o r k
w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t o  l o b b y
p o l i t i c i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a ,  t o  s u r v e y
i n d u s t r y  g r o u p s  o n  i r r a d i a t i o n ,  t o  u p d a t e  o r
w e b s i t e ,  t o  h e l p  w i t h  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r,  t o  e d i t  a
t o u r  v i d e o ,  a n d  t o  h e l p  o r g a n i s e  a  F o o d
I r r a d i a t i o n  t o u r  f o r  2 0 0 5  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e s
N e w  Z e a l a n d .

W h y  n o t  a  s t a r t  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h  g r o u p ,
o r g a n i s e  a n  e v e n t ,  o r  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  i n  y o u r
o w n  r e g i o n .   W e  c a n  s e n d  y o u  m a t e r i a l s ,
P o w e r P o i n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  l e a f l e t s ,  p e t i t i o n s ,

v i d e o s .   W e  c a n  h e l p  y o u
o r g a n i s e  a  t a l k  ­  o r  f i n d  a
r e l e v a n t  s p e a k e r   -  o r  w e
m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  y o u
ou r se l v e s !

l e f t :
c a m p a i g n
appearance
o u t s i d e
Steritech's
N a r a n g b a
f a c i l i t y


