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C r a c k  o u t  t h e  c h am p e r s  -  N a t i o n a l  F o o d
I r r a d i a t i o n  S u r v e y  L a u n c h e d .
I r r a d i a t i o n - F r e e  F o o d  G u i d e  O n  I t ' s  W a y !
In the second week of September
F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h  s e n t
o u t  t h e  f i r s t  b a t c h  o f  l e t t e r s
s u r v e y i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  a n d
a t t i t u d e s  o f  f o o d  p r o d u c e r s
t o  i r r a d i a t i o n .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s u r v e y
w i l l  f o r m  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  c o n s u m e r
guide to irradiat ion-free foods.   The
guide  wi l l  appear  on  our  revamped
website and will be launched in paper
copy form in December.

T h a n k s  g o  o u t  t o  o u r  h a r d w o r k i n g
team whose mammoth effort included
compiling a comprehensive database
on Australian food producers, running
around after printers, tirelessly folding

Donations can be made by
cheque to:

Food Irradiation Watch
P O  B o x  5 8 2 9 ,

West  End,
Brisbane  QLD,  4101

W e  a p o l o g i s e ,  b u t  d o n a t i o n s  t o  u s
d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  t a x

d e d u c t a b i l i t y .

Food Irradiat ion Team Strategy Weekend

T h e  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  t e a m  t o o k  a  d a y  o u t  i n  A u g u s t  t o  a t t e n d  a  d a y - l o n g  s t r a t e g i s i n g
w o r k s h o p  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h � s  S t e p h a n i e  L o n g .   T h e  w h o l e  t e a m  g o t
t o g e t h e r  f o r  p e r h a p s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t o  p l a n  o u r  n e x t  y e a r � s  w o r k .  I t  w a s  a  v a l u a b l e
s e s s i o n  f o r  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  o u r  c o n s u m e r - b a s e d  c a m p a i g n  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  l o b b y i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e .   A  g r e a t  d a y  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l  a n d  t h a n k s  t o
F r a n  f o r  h o s t i n g  t h e  e v e n t .  R i n g  o r  e m a i l  u s  i f  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .

Fire Near Nuclear Plant Outside
Brisbane Raises Quest ions

A f t e r  t h e  s t r a t e g y  s e s s i o n  w e  p a s s e d  b y
t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  N a r a n g b a  S t e r i t e c h  n u c l e a r
i r r a d i a t i o n  p l a n t .   T h e  p r e v i o u s  w e e k  t h e
B i n a r y  C h e m i c a l s  p l a n t ,  1 0 0  m e t r e s  d o w n
the road, had exploded, spewing toxic chemicals
in to  the a i r  and a  nearby t r ibutary  o f  Sa l twater
Creek.  The Binary chemicals accicent demonstrated
h o w  u n p r e p a r e d  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  a n d
l o ca l  c ounc i l  a r e  f o r  d i s a s t e r  s i t ua t i on s .   The
c o u n c i l  m a d e  a  v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e
green  s ludge  en te r ing  the  c reek  by  bu l l doz ing
a  d a m .   O n e  m o n t h  l a t e r  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  f i r e
s e r v i c e s  h a v e  s t i l l  n o t  e x a m i n e d  t h e  s i t e
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t o o  t o x i c .   W h a t  e m e r g e n c y
response might we expect for a nuclear accident
t h e r e ?

l e t t e r s  a n d  s t u f f i n g  e n v e l o p e s  a n d
keeping the snack food coming while
we worked!

F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h  a r e  a s k i n g
for supporter donations for the production
o f  t h e  g u i d e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  r e s e m b l e
the popular  Greenpeace True Foods
G u i d e .  I t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  i n f o r m a t i o n
about  the  prac t i ce  o f  i r radia t ion  o f
food and a brand-name guide to common



A l t h o u g h  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s
e f f e c t i v e  i n  k i l l i n g
c o n t a m i n a t i n g
microorgan i sms ,  i t  may
m a s k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e
f o o d  h a d  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f
s p o i l a g e  o r  i n s e c t
i n f e s t a t i o n  p r i o r  t o
t r ea tmen t :  t he
microorgan i sms  or
i n s e c t s  a r e  k i l l e d  b u t
the i r  carcasses ,  f aeces
o r  t o x i n s  r e m a i n .   -
Aus t ra l i an  Academy of
Science
w w w. s c i e n c e . o r g . a u / n o v a /
0 3 0 / 0 3 0 b o x 0 2 . h t m

US:   I r rad ia t ion  o f  Oys te rs ,  Musse ls ,  C lams  Approved
I n  A u g u s t  t h e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F D A )  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  i t  i s  a m e n d i n g  t h e  f o o d
a d d i t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  “ t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  s a f e  u s e  o f  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  Vi b r i o
spec i e s  and  o the r  foodborne  pa thogens  i n  f r e sh  o r  f rozen  mo l lu scan  she l l f i sh”  such  a s  oys t e r s ,
m u s s e l s ,  c l a m s .

We n o n a h  H a u t e r,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  F o o d  P r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  c a m p a i g n  g r o u p  P u b l i c  C i t i z e n ,  i s
s k e p t i c a l .  C a l l i n g  t h e  F D A’s  d e c i s i o n  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  u s e  o f  i r r a d i a t i o n  o n  o y s t e r s ,  c l a m s  a n d
m u s s e l s  “ m i s g u i d e d , ”  H a u t e r  s a y s  d e s p i t e  y e a r s  o f  c o n s u m e r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  e a t i n g  i r r a d i a t e d
f o o d ,  “ t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f o r g e  a  p a t h  d o w n  w h i c h  v e r y  f e w  c o n s u m e r s  a r e  w i l l i n g
t o  t r e a d . ”

“ G r o c e r y  s t o r e s  r a r e l y  c a r r y  i r r a d i a t e d  m e a t  b e c a u s e  i t  d o e s n ’ t  s e l l .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l
L u n c h  P r o g r a m  h a s  y e t  t o  o r d e r  a  s i n g l e  p o u n d  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  g r o u n d  b e e f  d e s p i t e  t h e  f e d e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t ’s  2 0 0 3  a p p r o v a l  o f  s u c h  p u r c h a s e s  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m , ”  s a i d  H a u t e r.  “ S e v e r a l  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  h a v e  c l o s e d  t h e i r  d o o r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  b u s i n e s s . ”

 “ F e w  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  o n  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  i r r a d i a t i n g  s h e l l f i s h , ”  s h e  s a y s ,  a n d  o n e
s t u d y  c i t e d  b y  t h e  F D A  r i s k  a n a l y s i s  s t u d y  a s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i r r a d i a t i o n



Do we need to  c reate
an  economy based

on developing
export  markets  and

increas ing  corporate
control  of  food?   Or

is  this  the  t ime to
develop and

promote  a  new
vis ion  of

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ?

Sustainability

 food
andThe production of  food rightly

holds an important place in al l
s o c i e t i e s  -  i t  k e e p s  u s  a l i v e .
Yet food production is, in reality,
no longer about survival in Australia.

We  o f t e n  h e a r  s t o r i e s  o f  s c a r c i t y  a n d
d r o u g h t ,  o f  n e e d i n g  t o  “ g r e e n ”  t h e
deser t  to  make more agr icul tural  land,
o f  Aus t r a l i a  no t  be ing  ab le  to  sus t a in
o r  ma in t a in  a  l a rge r  popu la t ion .   The
reality is that Australia already produces
more  than  enough  food  for  i t s  cur ren t
population, that distribution of resources
such as water are not always equitable,
and that the paradigm the scarcity stories
a r e  b a s e d  o n  i s  o n e  i n  w h i c h  e v e r -
i n c r e a s i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s p i r a l i n g
n e e d  a r e  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g s  v a l u e d .   D o
w e  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  a n  e c o n o m y  b a s e d
on developing export markets and increasing
co rpo ra t e  con t ro l  o f  f ood?   Or  i s  t h i s
the t ime to  develop and promote a  new
v i s ion  o f  su s t a inab i l i t y?

F o o d  F a c t s :   F r o m  1 9 9 7 - 9 8  t o  1 9 9 9 -
2000, around 65 percent of the commodities
produced on farms were exported.  The
export  f igures for  1999-2000,  in  farm-
ga te  t e rms ,  a re  a s  fo l lows :

( D A F F,  S t o c k t a k e ,  2 0 0 5  p . 2 8 - 7 0 )

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry book “Australian Agriculture
and Food Sector  Stocktake” is  a  must-
read for anyone interested in the direction
t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  t a k i n g
a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  v i s i o n
of  where  ag r i cu l tu re  mus t  go .

I t  i s  c l e a r  f r o m  “ S t o c k t a k e ”  t h a t  t h e
t e r m  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  u s e d  t o  d e n o t e
“ e c o n o m i c ”  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y,  w i t h  t h e
i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  b e
sustainable is to have a constant increase
i n  m a r k e t  a n d  p r o f i t .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability and social justice in production
a n d  l a n d  u s e  d o  n o t  s e e m  t o  b e  p a r t
o f  t he  equa t i on .

Excerpts  f rom “Stocktake”:

Water:  “Increased trading of water....is
contr ibut ing to  a  more economical ly
e f f i c i en t  a l l oca t i on  o f  t he  r e se rves
between competing users.  Such trade
p r o v e d  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  i n
ensuring that scarce water was available
for higher value end uses in the 2002-
03 drought.”  (DAFF p.6)    (Throughout
these water “scarcity” periods Roxby
Downs  –  o r  O lympic  Dam,  u ran ium
mine (now owned by BHP) was allowed
t o  u s e  4 2 ,  0 0 0 , 0 0 0   l i t r e s  o f  w a t e r
f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  A r t e s i a n  B a s i n  f o r
free!)

Working  condi t ions :   “Aus t ra l i a ’s
processed food and beverage industries
are unlikely to be globally competitive
w i t h  o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  a t t r a c t  n e w
c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  o n  a n  o n g o i n g
b a s i s .  I n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  c a p i t a l  i s
h igh ly  mobi le ,  the  ab i l i ty  to  a t t r ac t
investors will depend on ...perceptions
that the economy is soundly managed,
and labour reforms aimed at achieving
more flexible workplace arrangements.
An  impor tan t  po ten t ia l  impediment
to the expansion of food manufacturing
that  is  relat ively intensive,  however,

i s  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n  l a b o u r  c o s t s  a r e
re la t ive ly  h igh  compared  wi th  those
in many other  countr ies ,  part icular ly
i n  t h e  A s i a n  r e g i o n . ”   ( D A F F  p . 1 7 )
( T h e  p r o c e s s e d  f o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e
indus t ry  i s  Aus t r a l i a ’s  l a rg e s t
manufac tur ing  indus t ry  (DAFF p .5)
–  h o w  w i l l  t h e s e  f o o d  w o r k e r s  f e e d
their  famil ies?)

We  a r e  s e e i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y
f a rm  a s  t he  A u s t r a l i a n  m a r k e t p l a c e
i s  b e i n g  s h i f t e d  t o  f a l l  i n  l i n e  w i t h
g l o b a l  c e n t r a l i s e d  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n
p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  v a l u e  “ e f f i c i e n c y ”
of ten a t  the  pr ice  of  the  environment
o r  humane  t r ea tmen t  o f  an ima l s .   In
Augus t  2005  t he  Aus t r a l i an  Bureau
of Statistics released figures showing
t h e  u p s i z i n g  o f  f a r m s ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e
same t ime  the  to ta l  number  o f  fa rms
in  dec l in ing .

Biotechnology:  “Biotechnology offers
po t en t i a l l y  s i gn i f i c an t  bene f i t s  f o r
agricul tural  productivi ty and natural
resource management.  Some of Australia’s
major competitors, such as the United
States,  Canada, Argentina and Brazil ,
already make substantial use of genetically
m o d i f i e d  ( G M )  c r o p s ,  a n d  C h i n a  i s
making large investments in the technology.
A r o u n d  e i g h t  m i l l i o n  f a r m e r s  i n  1 7
countries are growing GM crops.  Australia
could be place at a competitive disadvantage
i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  m a n a g e  t h e  a d o p t i o n
of  GM crops  appropr ia te ly.”  (DAFF
p.19)

We  n e e d  t o  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w h e n  o u r
government’s  preferred direct ion for
food and agriculture is one that facilitates
corporate control over resources, including
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r k f o r c e :   i t  p u t s  a
c l e a n ,  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t
for  consumers ,  workers  and  an imals
a t  r i sk .

O n e  e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  a l t e r i n g  o f  t h e
Aust ra l ian  pa la te  and the  increas ing
number of cattle feedlots in Australia.
“By 2002, there were about 600 accredited
feedlots in Australia. . . .As Austral ian
consumers acquired a taste for  grain-
fed beef, the proportion of cattle finished
in  f eed lo t s  f o r  t he  domes t i c  ma rke t
r o s e  f r o m  a r o u n d  2 0  p e r  c e n t  t o  4 0
p e r  c e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  m i d  a n d  l a t e
1990s.   Supermarkets  are  drawing an
i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  b e e f
requi rements  f rom feedlo ts”  (DAFF
p . 2 8 ) .   G r a i n  f e d  a n i m a l s  c o n s u m e
the  bulk of world soybean production,
and in the US, feedlot cattle producing
2 0  t i m e s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  e f f l u e n t  o f
t h e  h u m a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e .

B e e f  C a t t l e                             6 3 %
W h e a t                                     6 9 %
B a r l e y                                      7 9 %
O t h e r  C o a r s e  G r a i n s            2 1 %
C a n o l a                                    7 8 %
P u l s e s                                      7 5 %
C o t t o n                                     9 5 %
M i l k                                          5 6 %
R i c e                                          6 5 %
S u g a r c a n e                               7 6 %
S h e e p  a n d  l a m b s                     4 2 %
W i n e                                        3 6 %
Wo o l                                        9 8 %

cont '  overleaf



             foodirradiationwatch@yahoo.com.au
             www.foodirradiationinfo.org

Fo r  t he  l a t es t
c a m p a i g n  n e w s ,
f a c t  s h e e t s  a n d

fu r t he r  i n f o rma t i on
c o n t a c t :

F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n
Watch

PO Box  5829
West  End

Qld  Aust ra l ia  4101
ph.  0411  118  737

.
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O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n  d o
a s  a  c o n s u m e r  i s  s p e a k  u p !  M o s t  s t o r e s  a r e
e a g e r  t o  p l e a s e  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  w a n t  t o
h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  y o u  b u y  a n d  i t e m s
you want to buy that aren’t sold there. Sustainable
f o o d  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u l a r,  a n d  s t o r e s  t h a t
a r e n ’ t  p r o v i d i n g  i t  y e t  m a y  j u s t  b e  o u t  o f  t h e
l o o p ,  o r  u n s u r e  o f  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t .

The next  t ime you go to your  local  supermarket ,
d e l i ,  r e s t a u r a n t  o r  c a f é ,  a s k  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e
m a n a g e r.  A s k  i f  t h e y  s e l l  a n y  l o c a l l y - g r o w n
f o o d .  E n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  s e l l  m o r e ,  a n d  t o
p o s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f a r m s  t h e  f o o d  i s
f rom.

L o o k  o u t  f o r  o u r  g u i d e  o n  h o w  t o  e a t
i r r a d i a t i o n - f r e e !

Intensive piggeries are often the target of EPA prosecutions
f o r  p o l l u t i o n  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  a b r o a d .   T h e y  i n c r e a s e
n i t r a t e s  i n  w a t e r w a y s ,  c a u s e  l o c a l  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  a n d
t h r e a t e n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  ( S i e r r a  C l u b  2 0 0 5 ) .   I n  2 0 0 1 ,
the USEPA forced f ive piggeries to supply bott led water
fo r  l oca l  r e s iden t s  because  ac t iv i t i e s  a t  t he  f a rms  had
so badly contaminated the local drinking-water.  Pollution
from factory farms is  exacerbated by changing weather
p a t t e r n s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  s t o r m s  s u c h  a s  t h a t  e x p e c t e d
t o  c o m e  w i t h  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e :   H u r r i c a n e s  a n d  s t o r m s
in North Carolina have caused widespread river contamination
 and mass ive  f i sh  k i l l s .  (www.r iver law.us)

The animals in intensive farms often suffer for efficiency.
P r a c t i c e s  s u c h  a s  t a i l  d o c k i n g  a n d  t e e t h  c l i p p i n g  i n
p igs ,  and  debeak ing  in  hens  a re  the  in tens ive  fa rmers ’
solution to the cannibalism, self-mutilation and fighting
brought  on  by  c lose  conf inement  and  lack  of  excerc ise
or  normal  soc ia l i sa t ion  denied  in tens ive ly  ra i sed  food
animals .

And routine dosing of factory farmed animals (to enhance
production) is contributing to increase antibiotic resistance
of  bac t e r i a  -  a t  g rea t  r i sk  to  human  hea l th .

A  m o d e l  f o r  f o o d  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o d u c t i o n  b a s e d
on  economic  e f f i c i ency  does  no t  r e f l ec t  t he  va lues  o f
c o n s u m e r s .  A 2 0 0 0  s t u d y  b y  C h o i c e  m a g a z i n e  f o u n d
t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  a r e  b u y i n g  m o r e  o r g a n i c  f o o d  t h a n
e v e r  b e f o r e .   Wi t h  b i g  s u p e r m a r k e t s  l a u n c h i n g  t h e i r
o w n  o r g a n i c  b r a n d s ,  t h a t  t r e n d  i s  s e t  t o  c o n t i n u e .
People want clean food – but the priorities of the government
indicate that  they want the market driving the consumer.

Over the next few editions we will be discussing
the notion of sustainability and agriculture.
Please  fee l  free  to  write  in  your comments
or to open up a topic for discussion.  Contact
us on:  foodirradationwatch@yahoo.com.au
and check  out  d i scuss ion  on  our  webs i te :
www.foodirradiationinfo.org

l e f t :   These  f i sh  d ied
when  oxygen  leve ls
in  the  wa te r  d ropped
due  t o  nu t r i en t
po l l u t i on  f rom
p igge r i es  ups t ream.

be low:   ca t t l e  f eed lo t s  a re
a  sou rce  o f  e f f l uen t  po l l u t i on

Further Reading:
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Forestry,
“Australian Agriculture and Food Sector Stocktake”
Commonwealth of Australia,  2005.   ISBN 0
9642 53985 5

Choice Magazine  www.choice.com.au

Sierra Club. 2005.  “Clean Water:   That Stinks”
at www.sierraclub.org/cleanwater/that_stinks/

Grace Factory Farm Project www.factoryfarm.org/

Australian Bureau of Statist ics 2005.  Australian
Farming in Brief .   ABS Catalogue No. 7106.0
www.aus ta t s .gov.au

Susta inabi l i ty
and food
cont '  f rom pg 3 .


